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  Central Square Congregational Church, UCC 
71 Central Square, Bridgewater MA 02324 – (508) 697-6016 – csccucc.org 

“We are a Christian community of people who are reaching out to our neighbors,  
at home and abroad, sharing our faith and our resources.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Prelude     “Clap Yo’ Hands”     by G Gershwin  

   

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Introit     “Clap Your Hands”    by J Owen  

 

May 24, 2020   
10:00 AM 

 

We are delighted to have you in Worship today! 
 

In our church, no matter who you are or where you are 

on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

Follow us on Facebook: 

facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma 

Check our Website:  csccucc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Invocation and Confession 

 God of our hearts,  

 you are our Physician in times of hurt; 

 your balm heals our wounds. 

 You hear our prayers, intercessions, and 

supplications.  

 We welcome your presence.  

 Together in your sanctuary we rejoice in 

your embrace  

 and offer you our boundless praise.   

 Sometimes God we take ourselves so 

seriously 

 —our opinions, our emotions, our needs, 

our entitlements— 

 that we fail to notice our effect on others.   

 And we do not make connections between 

our limitless wants  

 and the resources left for others.   

 We do this without knowing it.   

 Bring our awareness to Justice for all 

 —to the common good, to your universality 

 

CSCC Staff 
Ministers: 
All the People! 
Pastor:  
Rev. Elizabeth Stotts – csccpastor@hotmail.com 
Congregational Administrator:  
Ellen Atherton – office@csccucc.com 
Minister of Music:  
Julia Scott Carey – juliascottcarey@gmail.com 
Director of Christian Education:  
Jess Stearns –  jessicastearns1231@gmail.com 
Nursery Coordinator:  
Maria Kean - mmkean14@gmail.com  
Treasurer:  
David Sheibley –  treasurer@csccucc.com  
Sexton:  
Rich Sullivan 
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Call to Worship (from Psalm 47:1-2, 6-7) 

Clap your hands, all you peoples! 

Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 

God reigns over the whole earth. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises, 

For God reigns over the whole earth! 

 

Opening Prayer 

God Most High, we gather to honor and glorify you. Receive us and dwell with us. 

Enfold us in your presence and fill us again with holy awe and mystery.  

We are yours and we claim you as our God. 

Blessed One, you created human beings for your glory and pleasure.  

Forgive us for being self-absorbed and choosing to live solely for ourselves. 

Forgive us for ignoring the prompting of your Spirit,  

your purpose for our lives, and for placing our will above yours.  

Grant us courage to share in Christ’s sufferings, to be his witnesses, and  

to carry your loving compassion to a hurting world.  

Almighty God, we confess that we let our fears get the better of us.  

At times we feel frozen, stuck right where we are,  

not only physically, but mentally and spiritually.  

We end up focused on the wrong things, looking back instead of looking forward.  

Remind us that we are not alone. Remind us that You are always present with us.  

Remind us that Your perfect love casts out fear.  

Restore us, O God, so we may know Your steadfast love endures forever.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace 

As the Body of Christ, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be Christ’s witnesses.  

Each of us has our own story of what Jesus’ life means for us.  

Through our life-stories we can convey hope to the hopeless,  

joy to the downtrodden, and peace where there is turmoil.  

Therefore, let us “clothe ourselves in humility,” sharing the Good News of Christ,  

that we “may all be one.” In this God is well pleased. Amen. 

 

Musical Meditation   “In Humility, Our Savior”   by P Cardall 

 

Gospel Reading:      John 17:1-11 

(In Jesus’ final prayer to God in John 17:1-11, he calls upon God to glorify him, so that he 

might glorify God with his suffering and death and resurrection. Jesus prays for the 

disciples, who have believed in him and believed that God sent him. Jesus declares that they 
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belong to God, and asks for God’s protection as he is no longer in the world with them. 

Jesus’ final desire is that they may be one, as he is one with God.) 

 

17After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have 

given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 

him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 

gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that 

I had in your presence before the world existed.  
6”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 

were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they 

know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to 

me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I 

am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 

glorified in them.  
11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 

may be one, as we are one.  

 

Moment for All Ages 

 

Musical Meditation   “Orphan Girl”     by E Harris 

 

Scripture Reading:  Psalm 68:1-10,32-35 

(Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 is a song of praise to God who protects the vulnerable, the orphans 

and widows, and is with the righteous. God led the people through the wilderness and spoke 

to them at Sinai. God provides for those who need, raining in abundance. The psalmist calls 

upon the kingdoms of the earth to sing to God, whose power is in the skies, who is the 

ancient rider of the heavens. The psalmist concludes by praising God who gives power and 

strength to the people.) 

 
1Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee before him.  
2As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts before the fire, let the 

wicked perish before God.  
3But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy.  
4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds—

his name is the Lord— be exultant before him.  
5Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.  
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6God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the 

rebellious live in a parched land.  
7O God, when you went out before your people, when you marched through the 

wilderness, Selah  
8the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the presence of God, the God of 

Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  
9Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you restored your heritage when it 

languished;  
10your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy.  
32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord, Selah  
33O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty 

voice.  
34Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; and whose power is in the skies.  
35Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; he gives power and strength to his 

people. Blessed be God!  

 

Gloria Patri 

Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without End!  Amen.  Amen. 

Sermon 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Heavenly God, we still find ourselves looking up, even though we know You are with us, by 

our side, amongst us now. We look to the old stories that our ancestors trusted, and we find 

new meaning for our lives. May we remember our roots. Though we know the earth is round, 

may we still sometimes look up in awe and wonder at the works of Your creation. May we 

still seek the skies as our ancestors did, learning about You, knowing that You are so 

awesome, and amazing. May we still tremble when we consider all You have made, all You 

have done, and all You are continuing to do in our lives. For as the ancient psalmist declared, 

You ride across the skies, You provide for the needy, You marched before our ancestors in 

the wilderness. You are the father of orphans, protectors of widows, and provider for those 

imprisoned. You are our God, ancient and holy, and new as the day. We hold You in awe and 

wonder as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us saying… 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Please use the wording that is most meaningful for you) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen.  
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Prayer Response    “Psalm 68 (Let Our God Arise)”   by K Carr  

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude     “Humble and Kind”     by T McGraw 

 
 

 

 

Do you need a meal, a call, spiritual care, or even just a prayer? 

Contact the Pastor, a Deacon, or a member of our Care Team. 
 

(To contact Rev. Beth, call the church office at 

508-697-6016 or email her at 

csccpastor@hotmail.com.) 

 

CSCC Deacons 
Deb Sorgman – 

debsorgman@gmail.com  

Diane Glass –

dglass260@gmail.com  

Lynn Pietras –lsypie@aol.com  

 

CSCC Care Team 
Carol Chaffee  

Diane Glass 

Phoebe Hogg  

Bev Mitchell 

John Scott 

Rev. Beth Stotts 

Nancy Winter 

 
 
 
 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GIFTS, TITHES, AND OFFERINGS 

 

During this time, we encourage you to continue your support of CSCC, to the degree you are able. We know 

this may be a trying time for you financially as well as emotionally, so please know that we understand if 

you are not able to meet your usual giving goals. But for those who can, remember the church has ongoing 

expenses that don’t care that everything is shut down. And we are trying to do right by our staff as much as 

possible, even though our primary income mechanism is unavailable (Sunday offerings).  

 

As illustration, we are $11,800 behind on pledges and offerings, compared to last year on this date. Offerings 

can be made in any of the following ways: * Checks can be mailed to the church (71 Central Square, 

Bridgewater, MA 02324) * Bill-pay through your bank can be set up for one-time or recurring payments * 

Payments can be made via the Paypal link at the top of our website home page (no Paypal account 

necessary) (www.csccucc.org, the “For CSCC” donate button) If you have any questions, you can email the 

Treasurer directly and confidentially at treasurer@csccucc.com. 
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